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generations of countless species which have certainly existed. The parent-
form of any two or more species would not be in all its characters directly 
intermediate between its modified offspring, any more than the rockpigeon is 
directly intermediate in cropand tail between its descendants, the pouter and 
fantail pigeons. We should not be able to recognise a species as the parent 
of another and modefied species, if we were to examine the two ever so clo­
sely, unless we possessed most of the intermediate links; and owning to the 
imperfection of the geological record, we have no just right to expect to find 
so many links." Origine of Species^ p. 408. Even onbevredigend is nog het 
vraagstuk der hybridische dieren opgelost; want wel poogt Darwin deze moei-

i lijkheid op te lossen, maar hij eindigt toch met ook hier zijn onkunde te 
'belijden: »He who is able to explain why an elephant and others are uncapable 
for heeding, when kept under confinement, will be able to explain the primary 
cause of hybrids being so generally sterile". Ibidem p. 252. Vandaar dat 
hij op elk punt van zijn bewijs, zich bepalen moest tot een »most probable", 
en een J I believe". Zoo zegt hij op blz. 424: J I believe that animals are des­
cended from almost only four or five progenitors, and plants from an equal 
or lesser number." 
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